News in English lessons
“I don't think people ought to believe only one news medium. They ought to read and they ought to go to opinion journals and all the rest of it. I think it's terribly important that this be taught in the public schools, because otherwise, we're gonna get to a situation because of economic pressures and other things where television's all you've got left. And that would be disastrous. We can't cover the news in a half-hour event evening. That's ridiculous”. – Walter Cronkite (former CBS anchor, once named the “most trusted” in America)

Useful sites: www.nytimes.com, www.cnn.com, www.usatoday.com, http://news.bbc.co.uk, http://nytimes.com/learning/teachers
Technology and materials: TV set, VCR, newspapers, computer(s) with an Internet access
Unit objectives: 
students will:

· examine the authenticity of  news reports;

· extract the main idea from the articles and write headlines; 

· analyze television news presentations; 

· compare the content of the news from different sources;

· compare the news coverage in national and English-language media; 

· create their own newspaper

Activity 1.  Introduction
Media concepts: category, agency

Language skills: reading, speaking

Begin this unit by asking the students what they know about news. From where do they learn the news, newspapers, magazines, radio, television, Internet? What is news? Who decides what is going to be in today’s news? 

Bring into the classroom copies of American, British or any available English-language newspapers. Distribute them around the class and ask students to look at the front page, the back page, name of the newspaper, and main headlines. Then divide the class into groups of 3-4 and give one newspaper for each group. Introduce the terms broadsheet, tabloid, editorial, headline, and classifieds. Ask the groups to examine their newspaper and jot down the information about the following: 

· name of the newspaper, country and city where it was published;

·  main stories, their headlines, accompanying photographs; 

· editorial;

· advertising;

· sports section;

· world news section

Then gather the class together and ask them to describe their observations. 

Bring some photographs cut out of the newspapers (national or foreign) and make copies for the students. Give them to the students and ask them to look at the photograph and tell what section of the newspaper this picture comes from and what story this picture might accompany. 

Activity 2.   Headlines
Media concepts: language

Language skills: reading, writing

Headlines are meant to grab the reader’s attention. They usually contain literary devices such as alliteration, metaphor or simile. We’ve already talked about alliteration in the unit on advertising.  Introduce the terms metaphor and simile if students are not familiar with them. Give some examples of each device (for example, sample headlines from the web edition of New York Times, etc.). After removing the headlines, give the stories to be read in pairs and ask the students to write a headline for their story. You can also play a word game with headlines. Choose 7-10 headlines from different newspapers and write out only the nouns and the verbs on the board. Divide the class into two teams and ask them to think of the best adjectives that could fill in the blanks in the headlines using the alliteration device.  For example: 
	You write on the board
	Students fill in the adjective

	_____Hurricane Hits the City
	Huge (horrible, hazardous) Hurricane Hits
the City


Set a time limit. The team, that came up with adjectives for the most headlines, wins. 

Activity 3.  Television News
Media concepts: language, representation, agency

Language skills: listening, speaking

Ask the students what kind of news programs they watch on TV (morning news, evening news, local news). Ask them how many presenters are usually on one news program and what are their roles (in-studio anchor, on-location reporters, sports commentator, meteorologist, etc). Show a news program taped from an English language channel. What does the anchor usually look like? Do his/her gestures, facial expression, and tone influence our perception of the news? What kind of music is used in different news programs? How does the program start? What is the background of the studio set? What does the set of people working on the computers, talking on the telephone, etc. suggest? Is the graphic used in the program (usually placed in the “news box” in the corner of the screen)? What kinds of shots are used for on-location reports? How does this choice of shots contribute to our perception of the story? 

You may as well show a clip from the film “Up Close and Personal” with Michelle Pfeiffer and Robert Redford illustrating some of the “behind the scenes” of a TV studio. 

Activity 4. Comparing Different Sources
Media concepts: agency, category, representation

Language skills: reading, listening, speaking

Tape the evening news from a national TV channel, bring in the newspaper with the events of the same day, and find an Internet site of an English language newspaper and a TV channel of the same day, print out copies if Internet access is not available in the classroom.  Show all these resources to your students, then divide them into small groups and give the assignment to compare and contrast the news in different media formats. Focus their attention to the following questions: 

· Compare the national newspaper and TV news coverage of the day. Choose one story and examine how it is covered in one medium, and in another medium. Are there any differences? What are they? Are there any stories that are present in the newspaper and missing in the television program and vice versa? What are the reasons for that? 

· Likewise, compare the English language newspaper and TV news.

· Compare and contrast the national and American (English, etc.) news of the same day. Are there any common stories? If yes, how is the story presented in national and American news? What is the amount of space (time) is given to international news in national and American media? 

Activity 5.  Production
Media concepts: agency, category, language, representation, technology, audience

Language skills: writing

This is a production activity in which students will take on roles as the newspaper stuff and create a wall newspaper. Ask the class to divide into teams of 5 and decide what role they will take: one editor, 3 reporters, and a photographer. The teams should produce a wall newspaper about student life and current events in school/university. Give the students some guidelines; tell them what you expect them to do, e.g. 

1. Your newspaper should contain at least 3 articles and 1 editorial.

2. Accompany the articles with pictures, where possible (your newspaper should have at least 2 photos). Before taking the photo, think of the message that you want to communicate, keep in mind the composition basics that you learned from the unit on photography. 

3. Write the headlines using literary devices such as alliteration, simile or metaphor. 

4. Don’t forget to give a name to your newspaper! 

5. Good luck!

The newspapers can be displayed on the walls of the classroom or a hallway. 

